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CHIEF'S MESSAGE

On February 9, 2005 the California Building
Standards Commission’s Building, Fire & Other
(BFO) Code Advisory Committee (CAC) met to
review the SFM's proposed regulations to the
2001 California Building & Fire Codes and to
make recommendations to this office of approve
as submitted, approve as amended, further
study or disapprove pursuant to the “Nine Point
Criteria” of Health and Safety Code section
18930.

This office submitted approximately twenty-five
code changes that were reviewed by this CAC.

The majority of those proposed code changes
for the CBC and CFC were related to the fire, life
and safety concerns for Adult Day Programs and
Adult Day Health Care Centers. The CAC
recommended that all of the proposed
amendments on this subject be further studied.

| concur with their recommendations for the
following reasons:

Comments in opposition to these regulations
were received from:

California Association for Adult Day
Services (CAADS)

Alzheimer’s Association

California Building Officials (CALBO)

Department of Building and Safety,
Los Angeles

These organizations are stakeholders in the
development of any regulations relating to Adult
Day Care matters. They have expressed
concern that they were not included in the
development of these proposed regulations.

And for that reason | have removed these
regulations from the 2004 Annual Code
Adoption Cycle.

It is my intent to quickly bring together all of the
stakeholders to address my concerns and to
determine an appropriate course of action to be
taken on this subject.

| appreciate the professional assistance and
cooperation given to this agency and my staff at
this meeting by the BFO-CAC. Their
recommendation to “Further Study” indicates
that these regulations have merit but require
further justification. This action will allow me
additional time to work with the stakeholders and
bring this item back into the next Annual Code
Adoption Cycle.

Randy D. Roxson, Division Chief will establish a
committee of stakeholders to re-examine this
issue. Anyone interested in participating on this
committee please contact Randy D. Roxson at
(916) 323-9637 or randy.roxson@fire.ca.gov.
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A report is forth coming to identify the status of
the remaining code change items that were
proposed to the CBSC.

Make sure to visit Chief Grijalva’'s webpage,
“From the Chief” for recently posted information
directly from the Chief. Items currently posted:

State Fire Marshal Advisory Committees
(new)

State Fire Marshal Enforcement Authority
Classification of Snap caps & Party Poppers
UL 300 — Further Study

CICCS Extension

New State Fire Marshal

FIRE & LIFE SAFETY DIVISION

The Code Enforcement Divisions for Northern
and Southern California have changed their
division title to “Fire & Life Safety Division.”

Questions regarding Fire & Life Safety Divisions
Northern California please contact Hugh Council
at (916) 445-8174 and Southern California
please contact Joe Garcia at (559) 243-4155

Statutes and Regulations Class
If anyone is interested in scheduling a class for

2005 please call Hugh Council at (916) 445-
8174.

Code Interpretations

The code interpretation process has been
revised. All requests for interpretations are to be
sent to Joe Garcia, Division Chief of the
Southern Life Safety Division at:

Office of the State Fire Marshal
602 E. Huntington Drive, Suite A
Monrovia, Ca 91016

Fax: (626) 305-5173
Joe.garcia@fire.ca.gov

For additional information please visit the SFM’s
web page under “How to request a code
interpretation from the SFM?”

CODE DEVELOPMENT
& ANALYSIS DIVISION

Title 24 - Emergency Regulations

Addressing Senate Bill (SB) 1896

Bedridden Clients in Residential Care Facilities
for Six or Less — Group R, Division 2.1.1 & 2.2.1

The California Building Standards Commission
(CBSC) approved these regulations on
November 18, 2004. These regulations
became effective on November 22, 2004.

The Final Statement of Reasons (FSR) has
been submitted to CBSC for their review prior to
the March 16, 2005 meeting for final approval.

During this comment period the CBSC received
the following comments in opposition to the
proposed regulations:

Protection & Advocacy, Inc., Mr. Eric R.
Gelber, Managing Attorney

Rocque J. Yballa, Fire Marshal, Central
County Fire Department and the San Mateo
County Fire Prevention Officers
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The FSR gives detailed responses to both
comments explaining why the SFM rejects their
alternatives.

Upon approval, these regulations will be
published as a supplement to the 2001 CBC and
CFC.

Should there be any questions regarding this
topic please contact:

Leslie R. Haberek at (916) 327-4998 or
leslie.haberek@fire.ca.qov

Emergency Regulations Addressing the
Urban Wildland Interface Building Standards
(UWIBS)

The SFM has determined that these proposed
regulations require additional technical and
administrative reviews prior to submission to the
California  Building Standards Commission
(CBSC).

To assist the SFM in these efforts Chief Grijalva
has invited Ethan Foote and Kate Dargan to act
as co-chairs to this committee.

Ethan Foote is Battalion Chief-Fire Prevention
for CDF Northern Region, and has long history
both academically and professionally in dealing
with damage assessment and fire prevention
engineering as related to interface fires.

Kate Dargan is Fire Marshal/Battalion Chief for
Napa County Fire/CDF, and has been a UWIBS
committee member since its inception. She also
has professional background in fire suppression
and community planning and building.

Chief Grijalva’s has directed that the goals for
these regulations are as follows:

The development of these regulations must
be well attended & understood by the
stakeholders during the regulatory process.

The regulations that will be recommended to
me must be comprehensive and well
organized. The foundation of these
regulations will be based on strong technical
data and statutory mandates to be an
exemplary model for California.

These regulations must be in the public's
interest with reasonable application that is
fair.

These regulations shall not be unnecessarily
ambiguous or vague. They must be
enforceable.

The SFM encourages all interested parties to
continue in this joint venture to further develop
these very important regulations.

Should there be any questions regarding this
matter please contact:
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Leslie R. Haberek at (916) 327-4998 or
leslie.haberek@fire.ca.qov

On February 8, 2005 the California Building
Standards Commission’s Coordinating Council
(CC) met to discuss and identify “impediments”
in the progress of adopting the NFPA 5000
Building Code as well as copyright issues.

Many public, interested parties’ expressed their
concerns on this topic but the majority of the
comments given requested that the state adopt
the International Building Code as the base code
for California. The results of that meeting were
identified in the agenda for the February 22,
2005 CC meeting again as issues “impeding”
the progress of adopting the NFPA 5000
Building Code.

However this agenda was spilt into three
categories:

A. State Agency and State Government
Issues and;

B. Local Agency and Local Government
Issues

C. Business Issues

Again, many public, interested parties’
expressed their concerns on this topic but the
majority of the comments given requested that
the state adopt the International Building Code
as the base code for California.

The results of that meeting are reflected in the
March 8, 2005 agenda as Issues “impeding” the
progress of adopting the NFPA 5000 Building
Code. The intent of this agenda item is that the
CC will discuss and recommend resolution(s) to
issues discussed and considered at the previous
meetings and or recommend resolution(s) to
other matters including but not limited to the Fire
Code and Residential Code.

Should there be any questions regarding this
item please contact:

Contact: Stephanie Davis
916-263-0916
stephanie.davis@dgs.ca.gov

Date: March 8, 2005
Start Time: 10:00 a.m.

Location: Secretary of State Building
1500 11™ Street, Auditorium
Sacramento, CA 95814

CALIFORNIA ALL INCIDENT
REPORT SYSTEM (CAIRS)

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Penny Nichols at (916) 445-8435 or
penny.nichols@fire.ca.gov

FIRE ENGINEERING

Flame Retardant Program
Marc Yepez is the new Program Coordinator.

Now available on the website are the application
forms shown below. These forms are used by
the SFM when reviewing and evaluating an
application of renewal or revision for approval to
the materials list for materials to be used inside
and outside of a structure:

Application for Decorative
Materials/Chemicals

Application for General/Limited Applicator.
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Also, on the web is the Approved Testing
Laboratories list.

If you have any questions regarding the
verification of a product or applicator, please
contact:

Marc Yepez at (916) 445-8430
marc.yepez@fire.ca.qgov

Building Materials Listing (BML)

The BML Program is now focused on listing
renewals. A letter was sent to all listing parties
for Fire Alarm Renewals informing them of the
Underwriters Laboratory’s (UL) revised UL 864,
new 9™ Edition.

The process for listing these items and renewals
has not changed.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Diane Arend at diane.arend@fire.ca.gov

Darcell Hermann at
darcell.hermann@fire.ca.qov

Automatic Extinguishing System
Program

Update on the UL 300 Fire Testing of Fire
Extinguishing Systems for Protection of
Restaurant Cooking Areas

The next meeting of the State Fire Marshal's UL
300 working group will be held at 10:00 am
February 28, 2005 at 1131 “S” Street. The
meeting’s goal will be to develop a strategy for
adoption UL 300 for existing system and
exception throughout California.

Update on National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) 25 - Inspection,
Testing, & Maintenance of Water-Based
Fire Protection Systems

With direction from Ruben Grijalva, State Fire
Marshal we are now moving forward with the
adoption of NFPA 25 2002 Edition as further
amended by the SFM with the technical
assistance from the Automatic Extinguishing
Systems Committee-Workgroup. The members
of this workgroup have expended countless
hours on this task for over three years.

These proposed regulations will bring about
standard methods for the service of water based
fire protection systems in California.

The SFM greatly appreciates the partnership
with the dedicated individuals of this workgroup
in producing a comprehensive rulemaking
document that will correct outdated regulations.

When the Title 19 rulemaking documents are
completed by the Code Development Division
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these proposed regulations will be submitted to
the Office of Administrative Law to begin the
public review process.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

James Parsegian at
james.parsegian@fire.ca.gov

Investigations Unit

The Fire Engineering Investigators are always
available to assist the local fire departments.

This unit has extensive background in the
following areas of investigating:

Fire Extinguisher Fraud
Pyrotechnics
Fire Works Display

This unit offers training for all of these subjects
and tailors the training to the department’s
specific needs.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Tony Guevara at tony.guevara@fire.ca.qgov

Mark Yepez at mark.yepez@fire.ca.gov

Fireworks

Tony Guevara is the new program coordinator.
Renewals for Fireworks are in the works. We
are now accepting applications for Retalil
Licenses for Fireworks Display Booths.

Items of interest:

The newly revised “Safe and Sane
Fireworks” book is now available for
downloading off the SFM'’s website.

The next “Special Effects” meeting is
scheduled for May 17, 2005.

Renewals for Pyrotechnic Operators will
be going out in March, 2005.

The SFM is now accepting retall
applications for firework booths. Please
send attention to Carolyn Fudge.

Flamethrowers are now included in the
Fireworks Program. Regulations are to
be developed regarding the proper use
of these devices.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Tony Guevara at tony.guevara@fire.ca.gov

Caroline Fudge at caroline.fudge @fire.ca.gov

Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA)

For more information browse the website at
www.calcupa.net

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Francis Mateo at francis.mateo@fire.ca.gov

SFEM’s Regulatory Notice Distribution List

Anyone interested in being added to the SFM’s
mailing list or e-mail distribution list for the
SFM'’s proposed rulemaking activities please
provide the following information:

Name
Address
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E-mail (preferred) Code Development
Telephone number

Subject matter interest Life Safety Division-North

Life Safety Division-South

Title 24 Requlations: Fire Engineering

Part 2- California Building Code Pipeline
Part 3-California Electrical Code

Part 4-California Plumbing Code

Part 5-California Mechanical Code

Part 9-California Fire Code

Part 12- California Building Standards Code

Contact Leslie R. Haberek at (916) 327-4998
leslie.haberek@fire.ca.gov

or

Daniel Najera at (916) 324-9592
daniel.najera@fire.ca.gov

State Fire Marshal’s mailing address:

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Office of the State Fire Marshal

(Code Development & Analysis Division) or
another division title)

P.O. Box 94244-2460

Sacramento, California 95814

Fax Numbers for SEM Divisions

(916) 445-8459
(916) 324-3784
(626) 305-5173
(916) 445-8458

(916) 445-8526
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