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CHIEF'S MESSAGE

On January 19, 2005 the State Building
Standards Commission has asked the state
agencies to give a status report on the progress
of the code adoption process. There has been
little or no progress within the Office of the State
Fire Marshal. As | entered the Office on August
16, 2005 | was faced with a position freeze. The
Division Chief in charge of Code Development
retired during my first week in office. With
limited resources, our office focused on the
following set of priorities:

1. Development of Wildland Urban Interface
Building Standards - Due to the tragic events of
the fires in Southern California which resulted in
loss of life and property, this was given top
priority.

2. SB 1896 Regulations - These regulations
were 2 years over due. Our office was receiving
warranted public criticism from members of the
State Legislature, so this was given a top
priority.

3. The Hydrogen Highway project - Our
Regulations Division worked closely with Cal
EPA on the process for developing regulations.
Cal EPA had a defined deadline on this
Governor’s priority project, so this was given a
high priority within our office.

4. NFPA 5000 / NFPA 1 Code Adoption
Process This has not been given the same
priority in our office due staffing issues, other
priorities, other state agency issues, as well as

outstanding potential copyright issues. This
issue poses no life or property safety issue for
California. The current codes provide more than
adequate safeguards and can continue to be
amended until a new code is in place.

| have initiated personnel changes and transfers,
and our Code Development & Regulations
Division will be fully staffed by February 1,
2005. | continue to have serious reservations
regarding the recommendation from our office
last year and do not concur with the direction we
are headed.

| am interested in your thoughts and/or
comments. Please feel free to write to me at the
address below.

A gt

Make sure to visit Chief Grijalvas webpage,
“From the Chief” for recently posted information
directly from the Chief. Items currently posted:

o State Fire Marshal Advisory Committees
(new)

State Fire Marshal Enforcement Authority
Classification of Snap caps & Party Poppers
UL 300 — Further Study

CICCS Extension

New State Fire Marshal
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CODEENFORCEMENT
LIFE SAFETY DIVISION

The Code Enforcement Divisions for Northern
and Southern California have changed their
division title to Life Safety Division.

Questions regarding Life Safety Divisions
Northern California please contact Hugh Council
at (916) 445-8174 and Southern California
please contact Joe Garcia at (559) 243-4155

Statutes and Regulations Class

If anyone is interested in scheduling a class for
2005 please call Hugh Council at (916) 445-
8174.

Code Interpretations

The code interpretation process has been
revised. All requests for interpretations are to be
sent to Joe Garcia, Division Chief of the
Southern Life Safety Division at:

Office of the State Fire Marshal
602 E. Huntington Drive, Suite A
Monrovia, Ca 91016

Fax: (626) 305-5173
Joe.garcia@fire.ca.gov

For additional information please visit the SFM s
web page under “How to request a code
interpretation from the SFM?”

CODE DEVELOPMENT
& ANALYSIS DIVISION

On February 1, 2005 Randy Roxson will become
the Division Chief for this Division.

Title 24 - Emergency Regulations
Addressing Senate Bill (SB) 1896

Bedridden Clients in Residential Care
Facilities for Six or Less

The California Building Standards Commission
(CBSC) approved these regulations on
November 18, 2004. These reqgulations
became effective on November 22, 2004.

The start of the 45-Day Public Comment Period
will begin on December 17, 2004 and end at
5:00 p.m. on January 31, 2005.

Comments are to be directed to:

Jane Taylor

California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, California 95833

Or by e-mail at cbsc@dgs.ca.gov

These regulations will be presented to the CBSC
at their March 16, 2005 meeting for final
approval. Upon approval they will be published
as a supplement to the 2001 CBC and CFC.

Anyone needing assistance or have questions
relating to these regulations please contact:

Leslie R. Haberek at (916) 327-4998 or
leslie.haberek@fire.ca.gov

Emergency Regulations Addressing the
Urban Wildland Interface Building Standards
(UWIBS)

The SFM has determined that these proposed
regulations require additional technical and
administrative reviews prior to submission to the
California  Building Standards Commission
(CBSC).

To assist the SFM in these efforts Chief Grijalva
has invited Ethan Foote and Kate Dargan to act
as co-chairs to this committee.
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Ethan Foote is Battalion Chief-Fire Prevention
for CDF Northern Region, and has long history
both academically and professionally in dealing
with damage assessment and fire prevention
engineering as related to interface fires.

Kate Dargan is Fire Marshal/Battalion Chief for
Napa County Fire/CDF, and has been a UWIBS
committee member since its inception. She also
has professional background in fire suppression
and community planning and building.

Chief Grijalvas has directed that the goals for
these regulations are as follows:

The development of these regulations must
be well attended & understood by the
stakeholders during the regulatory process.

The regulations that will be recommended to
me must be comprehensive and well
organized. The foundation of these
regulations will be based on strong technical
data and statutory mandates to be an
exemplary model for California.

These regulations must be in the publics
interest with reasonable application that is
fair.

These regulations shall not be unnecessarily
ambiguous or vague. They must be
enforceable.

The SFM encourages all interested parties to
continue in this joint venture to further develop
these very important regulations.

Should there be any questions regarding this
matter please contact:

Leslie R. Haberek at (916) 327-4998 or
leslie.haberek@fire.ca.gov

CALIFORNIA ALL INCIDENT
REPORT SYSTEM (CAIRS)

The SFM has posted a new National Fire
incident Report (NFIRS) located on the web
page under the California Fire Departments
Submitting NFIRS 5.0 Data.

Penny’s Recommended National Fire Data
Center’s Updated Reports

o Reports on Fires Ignited by Lighters &
Matches

Firefighter Fatalities in 2003

NFIRS Investment Analysis

2000 Structure Fires in the U.S.

Study on Nightclub Fires in U.S.

FEMA s Fire Department Census

Alcohol Abuse & Fatalities From House
Fires

Visit www.usfa.fema.gov to download these
reports.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:
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Penny Nichols at (916) 445-8435 or
penny.nichols@fire.ca.gov
PIPELINE DIVISION

Nancy Wolfe is the new Division Chief for this
Division.

This division has been extremely tasked for
several months. The Southern California storms
have had a major impact to pipelines in this area
of California.  Pipelines to Las Vegas and
Phoenix were compromised and supplies were
disrupted for a period of time.

The heavy rainfalls in Northern La County
caused ExxonMobil to shutdown operations in
specific locations after it was determined that
pipeline may have moved five feet during mud
slides. Pacific Pipeline shut down their
operations in anticipation of these storms.

Due to the unfortunate train derailment in
Glendale, California on January 26, 2005,
Pacific Pipeline shutdown their operation of a
20-inch and 14-inch crude oil line located in the
area of the derailment. There was no indication
of damage to these lines. This is a safety
precaution.

These are not the only incidents that this
Division has responded to of late. This Division
has shown great resolve during these incidents.
Pipeline Safety Engineers have been on the
scene of each of these incidents to provide
technical assistance.

Division Chief Nancy Wolfe s leadership during
these incidents is commended.

FIRE ENGINEERING

Flame Retardant Program

Marc Yepez is the new Program Coordinator.

Now available on the website are the application
forms shown below. These forms are used by
the SFM when reviewing and evaluating an
application of renewal or revision for approval to
the materials list for materials to be used inside
and outside of a structure:

Application for Decorative
Materials/Chemicals

Application for General/Limited Applicator.

Also, on the web is the Approved Testing
Laboratories list.

If you have any questions regarding the
verification of a product or applicator, please
contact:

Marc Yepez at (916) 445-8430
marc.yepez@fire.ca.gov

Patty McKinnon at (916) 445-8415
patty.mckinnon@fire.ca.gov.

Building Materials Listing (BML)

The SFMs BML webpage is used extensively
throughout California to assist local fire
departments, designers and plan checkers to
determine if a particular material as specified on
the construction documents are approved and
listed by the SFM.

However, please be aware that should you find
that the material s listing date has expired and
before you disallow that material, please contact
the SFM. Often times a material is in the
renewal process thus making the material still
valid for use.

Depending on when the company sends in their
application for renewal and the actual posting of
that renewal can create an overlap of time
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appearing as though the material is no longer
approved by the SFM. This is usually not the
case. The SFM currently lists approximately
2,600 material items that relate to fire alarm
systems and or devices.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Diane Arend at diane.arend@fire.ca.gov

Darcell Hermann at
darcell.hermann@fire.ca.gov

Investigations Unit

The Fire Engineering Investigators are always
available to assist the local fire departments.

This unit has extensive background in the
following areas of investigating:

» Fire Extinguisher Fraud
» Pyrotechnics
o Fire Works Display

This unit offers training for all of these subjects
and tailors the training to the departments
specific needs.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Tony Guevara at tony.guevara@fire.ca.gov

Mark Yepez at mark.yepez@fire.ca.gov
Fireworks

Tony Guevara is the new program coordinator.
Renewals for Fireworks are in the works.
We are now accepting applications for Retail
Licenses for Fireworks Display Booths.

The next meeting of the Special Effects
Advisory Committee will be February 15, 2005
at California.

The newly revised Safe and Sane Fireworks
book is now available for downloading off the
SFM's website.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Pat McKinnon at patty.mckinnon@fire.ca.gov

Caroline Fudge at caroline.fudge@fire.ca.gov

Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA)

This year (2005), the Certified Unified Program
Agency (CUPA) Forum Board will hold their 7th
California Unified Program Annual Conference
at the Sheraton Universal (333 Universal
Terrace Parkway, Universal City) on February
7th through the 10th.

The Office of the State Fire Marshal is one of
several state agency sponsors of the
conference. The theme this year is "Universal

Office of the State Fire Marshal
Report  January 2005




Issues", focused toward improving the way
California manages and regulates hazardous
wastes and materials. This  week-long
conference offers certification courses, training
classes and technical sessions presented by
some 120 experts from various state, federal
and local agencies and industry representatives.

For more information browse the website at
www.calcupa.net

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Francis Mateo at francis.mateo@fire.ca.gov

State Fire Marshal’s mailing address:

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Office of the State Fire Marshal

Code Development & Analysis Division

P.O. Box 94244-2460

Sacramento, California 95814

Fax Numbers for SEM Divisions

SFEM’s Regulatory Notice Distribution List

Anyone interested in being added to the SFM s
mailing list or e-mail distribution list for the
SFM s proposed rulemaking activities please
provide the following information:

Name

Address

E-mail (preferred)
Telephone number
Subject matter interest

° Title 24 Requlations:

Part 2- California Building Code
Part 3-California Electrical Code
Part 4-California Plumbing Code
Part 5-California Mechanical Code
Part 9-California Fire Code

Contact Leslie R. Haberek at (916) 327-4998 or
leslie.haberek@fire.ca.gov

Code Development (916) 445-8459

Life Safety Division-North (916) 324-3784
Life Safety Division-South  (626) 305-5173
Fire Engineering (916) 445-8458

Pipeline (916) 445-8526
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