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CHIEF'S MESSAGE

To All Fire Prevention Officers,

Our office recently released the investigation
regarding the tragic Marysville Fireworks
incident from July 4, 2004. We have taken
action against the pyrotechnic operator and
licensee. The importance of good pre-show
inspections by the licensed operator and
local government is very clear.

Our office has been presenting a series of
training sessions dealing with the permitting
and inspection of public displays of
fireworks. These classes, taught by
personnel from Fire Engineering and the
Arson-Bomb  Unit, cover laws and
regulations applicable to the public display
of  fireworks, recognition of show
components, permitting, show inspections,
pyrotechnic operator responsibilities, Fire
Service responsibilities, and reporting
requirements. CDF/SFM has partnered with
the pyrotechnic industry to present this
training and there have been licensed
pyrotechnicians at each class demonstrating
show set-up, common problems, product
functions, and a pyrotechnician’s
perspective on conducting pyrotechnic
displays.

Personnel responsible for the permitting and
inspection of public fireworks displays are
encouraged to attend. The CDF Units
throughout the State will host the training
sessions, which will run from 0900 until
1600. There is no charge for the class;
however, advance registration is required to
ensure a seat. To register personnel for the
class contact the CDF Training Officer in
your local unit. A State Fire Marshal
certificate will be issued to personnel who
attend this class.

To date, over 200 local government and
CDF personnel have received this training. |
would like to thank you for your participation
and continued interest.

Make sure to visit Chief Grijalva’'s webpage,
“From the Chief” for recently posted information
directly from the Chief. Items currently posted:

State Fire Marshal Advisory Committees
(new)

State Fire Marshal Enforcement Authority
Classification of Snap caps & Party Poppers
UL 300 — Further Study

CICCS Extension

New State Fire Marshal
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FIRE & LIFE SAFETY DIVISION

The Code Enforcement Divisions for Northern
and Southern California have changed their
division title to “Fire & Life Safety Division.”

Questions regarding Fire & Life Safety Divisions
Northern California please contact Ben Ho at
(916) 445-8337 and Southern California please
contact Joe Garcia at (559) 243-4155

Statutes and Regulations Class

If anyone is interested in scheduling a class for
2005 please call Hugh Council at (916) 445-
8174.

Code Interpretations

The code interpretation process has been
revised. All requests for interpretations are to be
sent to Joe Garcia, Division Chief of the
Southern Life Safety Division at:

Office of the State Fire Marshal
602 E. Huntington Drive, Suite A
Monrovia, Ca 91016

Fax: (626) 305-5173
Joe.garcia@fire.ca.gov

For additional information please visit the SFM's
web page under “How to request a code
interpretation from the SFM?”

CODE DEVELOPMENT
& ANALYSIS DIVISION

Emergency Regulations Addressing the
Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Areas Building
Standards (WUI)

The SFM'’'s proposed regulations for Phase |
were approved by the California Building
Standards Commission (CBSC) on May 18,
2005.

The SFM greatly appreciates all the hard work
and dedication given during the development of
the Phase 1 regulations. The Advisory
Committee members are listed below:

Ethan Foote - Co-Chair

Kate Dargan — Co-Chair

Kevin Reinertson — HCD

Doug Hensel — HCD

Tonya Hoover — NORCAL

Don Oaks — SOCAL (Alternate)
Rolland Crawford — SOCAL

Cal Lewis — Fire Safety Consultants
John Hofmann — RCRC

Pete Guisasola — League of Cities
Stephen Jensen — CALBO

Brad Remp — CALBO

Bob Raymer — CBIA

Howard Stacy - WFCI

Dean Cromwell — CDF

Tom Hoffman — CDF

Dave Sapsis — CDF

Joe Garcia — SFM

Hugh Council - SFM

Leslie R. Haberek - SFM

The SFM acknowledges and appreciates the
efforts of the many interested parties that
previously assisted the SFM. Your devotion to
this process helped make these regulations
successful.

PHASE | — WUI REGULATIONS
The California Department of Forestry and Fire

Protection and the Office of the State Fire
Marshal developed a Phased systems approach
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that takes into consideration the “how structures
are being lost” by developing regulations for
roofs, roofing assemblies, roof coverings, attic
and eave vents. These features have been
identified as adding to the vulnerability of
buildings in Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Areas
by allowing the intrusion of flame and burning
embers projected by a vegetation fire.

The proposed SFM standards were developed
by building and fire officials, other state agencies
and the building industry. Although the
proposed SFM regulation is focused on
performance based criteria, prescriptive
measures were also included providing the
owner, developer, designer or builder a wide
range of building material options and
construction methods within a broader range of
costs.

The SFM reached consensus with stakeholders
regarding the proposed “Phase 1" regulations
that are designed to address the materials and
construction methods for new roofs, roofing
assemblies, roof coverings, attic and eave vents
as agreed upon.

The “Phase 1" regulations will not become
effective until December 1, 2005. This delayed
effective date will give the enforcing agencies
and the affected public sufficient time to prepare
and plan for the effect of these regulations
accordingly.

CDF and the SFM recognize that these
proposed regulations may not be enforceable in

the 2005 fire season, but there will be a higher
understanding that in 2006, roofs, roofing
assemblies, roof coverings, attic and eave vents
of any new building in a Wildland-Urban
Interface Fire Area will be designed and
constructed with the intent to resist the intrusion
of flames and burning embers projected during a
conflagration or wildfire.

What is more important is that the building and
fire officials, public and industry concerns will
share an awareness of “prevention” that will
change the future of California.

Randy Roxson at randy.roxson@fire.ca.gov

CALIFORNIA ALL INCIDENT
REPORT SYSTEM (CAIRS)

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Penny Nichols at (916) 445-8435 or
penny.nichols@fire.ca.gov

FIRE ENGINEERING

Flame Retardant Program

The CSFM Flame Retardant Program®
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fabric listings data base has now been
corrected. Information Technology has worked
closely with the FR Program Assistant to make
sure that the database is up and running
correctly. Companies who have submitted fabric
registration renewals can expect their new
registration certificates to be mailed out to them
by the end of June. General Applicator and
Chemical renewal registrations are being
processed daily and will also receive their
certificates by the end of June. As we update
these renewals, their respective lists will also be
updated on the website. For further information
you may contact Debbie Vehrs at:
Debbie.vehrs@fire.ca.gov. Should there be any
guestions regarding this program please contact
Marc Yepez at marc.Yepez@fire.ca.gov.

Update on UL300: This package is being
finalized for Building Standards Commission.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact James Parsegian at:
james.Parsegian@fire.ca.gov.

Building Materials Listing (BML)

The BML Program would like to inform
the local FPO's that they may access copies of
all of the BML listings to assist them in the plan
review of fire alarm systems and equipment.
The website may be accessed at
osfm.fire.ca.gov/bml.html.

Should there be any questions regarding
this program please contact: Diane Arend at
diane.arend@fire.ca.gov.

Automatic Extinguishing System
Program

Letters are being sent out to those individuals
who have not responded to the RENEWAL
NOTICE sent out earlier this year. For detailed
information contact Yevonne Costa at:
Yevonne.costa@fire.ca.gov.

Update on the NFPA 25 (2002 Edition). This
package is in SFM Regulations and is being
finalized for OAL.

Investigations Unit

The Fire Engineering Investigators are always
available to assist the local fire departments.

This unit has extensive background in the
following areas of investigating:

Fire Extinguisher Fraud
Pyrotechnics
Fire Works Display

This unit offers training for all of these subjects
and tailors the training to the department’s
specific needs.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:

Tony Guevara at tony.guevara@fire.ca.qgov

Mark Yepez at mark.yepez@fire.ca.gov

Fireworks

The California Department of Forestry & Fire
Protection/Office of the State Fire Marshal has
established the following procedure for dealing
with the collection of Dangerous Fireworks
Seized by Public Safety Agencies throughout
California.

Routine Seizures (quantities that are temporarily
manageable by the seizing agency):
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1. Inventory, randomly sample and
photograph the seized fireworks

2. Complete a Dangerous Fireworks
Seizure form (available on the
CDF/OSFM Website (www.fire.ca.gov ,
go the State Fire Marshal, Fire
Engineering, Fireworks) and forward it
as directed.

3. The following items should be removed
from the seized fireworks:

i. Improvised Explosive
Devices/Explosives (Call
your local Bomb Squad
immediately)

ii. Trash (including
expended fireworks)

ii. Lighters and matches

iv. Non-fireworks related
evidence or contraband
(weapons/drugs/parapher
nalia, etc)

v. Friction initiated fireworks
(Snap Caps, etc) should
be segregated

4. The CDF/OSFM will have an Investigator
contact you to arrange collection

Immediate Assistance Required Seizures
(quantities that exceed the capability of the local
agency to temporarily manage)

1. Call 1-888-FWX-ENFC (1-888-399-
3632). This 24 hour a day number will
connect you with a CDF/OSFM
Investigator. They will assist you with
arranging for temporary staging

2. Inventory, randomly sample and
photograph the seized fireworks

3. Complete a Dangerous Fireworks
Seizure form (available on the
CDF/OSFM Website (www.fire.ca.gov ,
go the State Fire Marshal, Fire
Engineering, Fireworks) and forward it as
directed.

4. Do not remove from original DOT
Shipping cartons if they are still in them.

In either case be aware that the seizing agency
is still the lead agency, responsible for
prosecuting the case. CDF/OSFM will provide
whatever assistance is needed; however, this is
a cooperative effort and may, depending upon
the quantities seized, require personnel support
in moving the fireworks.

ALWAYS REMEMBER that fireworks are
energetic materials that are inherently
dangerous. Heat, Shock and Friction may ignite
them; in all cases SAFETY should be the
primary concern. Feel free to contact
CDF/OSFM, via 1-888-FWX-ENFC (1-888-399-
3632) at any time you have a question or
concern.

This number is for Public Safety Agencies
ONLY, however, we encourage you to use it
anytime you have questions concerning
fireworks or anytime you have intelligence
regarding illegal import or sales of Dangerous
Fireworks.

Should there be any questions regarding this
program please contact:
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Tony Guevara at tony.guevara@fire.ca.qgov

Caroline Fudge at caroline.fudge @fire.ca.gov

Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA)

Statewide CUPA program representatives from
OSFM, Cal/lEPA, OES, DTSC, SWRCB
conducted a full program evaluation of Lake
County’s Department of Environmental Health
regarding the Certified Unified Program

Agencies (CUPA) Hazardous Materials program.

. A draft of the results of that evaluation will be
sent to the county for review.

The CUPA Coordinator also attended a
week’s training on Environmental Enforcement
at the 12" Annual Environmental Cross Media
Enforcement Symposium in Irvine. The course
taught attendees the current enforcement issues
facing regulatory agency staff and management
concerning hazardous materials and all
environmental regulations in the state.

Should there be any questions regarding
this program please contact Francis Mateo at
francis.mateo@fire.ca.gov.

SFM'’s Requlatory Notice Distribution List

Anyone interested in being added to the SFM’s
mailing list or e-mail distribution list for the
SFM'’s proposed rulemaking activities please
provide the following information:

Name

Address

E-mail (preferred)
Telephone number
Subject matter interest

Title 24 Requlations:

Part 2- California Building Code

Part 3-California Electrical Code

Part 4-California Plumbing Code

Part 5-California Mechanical Code

Part 9-California Fire Code

Part 12- California Building Standards Code

Should there be any questions regarding this

program please contact:

Daniel Najera at (916) 324-9592
dan.najera@fire.ca.qgov

State Fire Marshal’s mailing address:

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Office of the State Fire Marshal

(Code Development & Analysis Division) or
another division title)

P.O. Box 94244-2460

Sacramento, California 95814

Fax Numbers for SEM Divisions

Code Development (916) 445-8459

Life Safety Division-North (916) 324-3784
Life Safety Division-South  (626) 305-5173
Fire Engineering (916) 445-8458

Pipeline (916) 445-8526

OTHER MATTERS
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Chief Grijalva is pleased to announce the
appointment of James Parsegian as the new
Supervisor in Fire Engineering. James started
his fire service career as a Seasonal Fire Fighter
in CDF in 1974. In 1975 he joined the USAF
and was assigned to several bases in the U.S.
and Asia. During this time he held positions
including fire fighter, Captain and Assistant
Chief. While at McClellan Air Force Base James
became the Deputy Chief. He was later
transferred to Japan as a Fire Chief in Okinawa
where he retired in 1997 after 23 years service.
After returning to the U.S. he became the Fire
Chief at Agnews Developmental Center in San
Jose. He then applied for a Deputy State Fire
Marshal position with the OSFM where he
started in October 2001.

James and his wife Rika have two children, a
daughter Rina 28 and a son Rino 23 both live in
the Sacramento area. James’ hobbies are
biking, scuba diving, target shooting and wood
working.

James will be a great addition to the leadership
team in the CDF/Office of the State Fire
Marshal. Please join the SFM in congratulating
James on his appointment.
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